Thursday, August 25, 2011

Captured by Kapcsandy’s 2008s

Since the inaugural vintage, I’ve been impressed by the wines of Lou Kapcsandy and his estate
just outside of Yountville. Lou, who founded a construction company in Seattle, came in contact
with the American wine business when he built the winery for Chateau Ste Michelle and
Columbia Crest in Washington.

The Kapcsandy family moved to California in 1962, and wine slowly became a more important
part of the daily life for Lou and his wife Roberta. At that time, there wasn’t too many wineries
up and running, but Lou visited the very few that were operation in Napa Valley and Sonoma at
the time. Later on, in 1998, he started to import fine wines from France, mostly from Bordeaux,
and from his homeland Hungary.

For many years, he had been a huge fan of the Private Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon from
Beringer, and he noted that the Cabernet grapes from the State Lane Vineyard in Yountville very
often constituted a significant part of the blend. When he heard that this vineyard was for sale in
2001, he put a bid on it and bought it. At the time, the vineyard was hard hit by phylloxera, and
Beringer didn’t want to continue buy grapes from it, neither did they want to buy the vineyard
and restore it.

When Lou Kapcsandy took over, he planted the vineyard according to Bordelaise methods, with
higher density and lower trained vines, he also changed the row orientation to obtain a more
optimal effect of the sun and the airflow. He also made deep analysis on the soil, so he could
plant the right grape variety and clone in the perfect matching soil.

The result has since the first vintage 2003 been remarkable, and the wines from Kapcsandy are
already now among the finest produced in Napa Valley. Behind that quality and style, one finds a
small state of the art and ultra clean winery, a sorting of grapes that is unparalleled, and an
ambition that is sky high. Only French oak barrels of the finest quality are used.
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Alcohol levels were a bit higher in the 2008 vintage compared to previous vintages, and | hope
this was an exception from the rule. Neither Lou Kapcsandy nor his winemaker Denis Malbec is
very keen on high alcohol levels, they opt for a maximum strength of 14.5 percent, but most
often the alcohol is normally in the range of 13.5 to 14.0 percent.

I must say that these wines are among the finest ever made at this estate. Still I can’t get the
outstanding 2007s from my memory. | just tasted the 2007 State Lane Vineyard Cabernet
Sauvignon (below called "Grand Vin" in the 2008 vintage), which an absolutely stunning effort
and a wine of great complexity, although still very youthful and marked by its classical structure.
To be honest, you don’t have to look for any given vintage to find pleasure here, you just have to
work hard find any bottle at all. And when you do, you’d better buy it.

The total production is around 4 000 cases of wine per year, and every single bottle comes from
their own 6.50 hectare State Lane Vineyard.

/
According to Lou Kapcsandy, this is not a second wine, but another wine. “We put as much
efforts in this wine as in the other wines, it’s just a wine with a lighter and more fruity body and
leaner palate, made to be enjoyed earlier”, winemaker Denis malbec told me on my last visit at
the estate. It’s a blend of about 55 percent Cabernet Sauvignon, 25 percent Merlot, 15 percent
Cabernet Franc and a splash of Petit Verdot, all grapes from the estate vineyard. The wine was
matured in French oak barrels, 80 percent new, for about 20 months.
As the intention was explained to me, this wine is clean and fruit forward with a sweet dark berry
scent, quite elegant and easy to drink thanks to its lean texture with just a fine tannic structure.
Style wise it’s related to the more serious wines (sorry for this comment, Denis) of Kapcsandy,
but it doesn’t have the weight or the mid palate, or the intensity of flavor or the length. However,

it’s good and very drinkable wine.
Drink it 2012-2018

/
The estate cuvée is made to display the personality of the site, and the blend will vary quite a bit
from year to year. In this vintage, the wine is made of 68 percent Cabernet Sauvignon (a
relatively high proportion), 22 percent Merlot and five percent each of Cabernet Franc and Petit
Verdot. It was bottled after 20 months in 70 percent new French oak barrels.
Color is young, dark purple and almost opaque. Although it’s just a baby, the nose is open and
offers a great bouquet of ultra pure, sweet and intense dark berry fruit with loads of cassis and
blackberries, still it’s overall a very elegant wine with a youthful oak sweetness. What I really
liked when | tasted it, and had it in the glass for around 20 minutes, was how slow but well it
developed in the glass. Don’t forget it’s a very young wine, it’s should be (and it is) packed with
primary aromas, yet | almost wrote complexity in my first tasting notes. On the palate, it is rich
with that same purity | always find in the wines from Kapcsandy, they really can afford to use
only the very best grapes, therefore the texture is lush and silky and just held together with a very
fine tannic structure. The oak is well integrated, although at this stage just a bit toasty. Consider
the youth of this wine, the finish is very long, and delicious.
Drinking it in the coming few years, I’d give it at least one hour in the decanter, and I’d pour it in
large Bordeaux glasses. But | recommend a few more years of bottle age, and then the true
complexity will be there.



Drink it 2013-2028
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This is another absolutely stunning effort of this wine, just like the 2007 vintage of it. In this
vintage the blend was 87 percent Cabernet Sauvignon, five percent each of Merlot and Cabernet
Franc and just three percent of Petit Verdot. It was kept in French oak barrels, 85 percent new,
for around 20 months.
As the Estate Cuvee, the color is dark, almost opaque, but the rest is quite different although
you’ll see the house style. First of all, the nose is just stunning, totally amazing in its intensity
and concentration, which however doesn’t make the wine overblown in any sense. On the
contrary it’s so elegant thanks to its purity and freshness, and in contrast to the Estate Cuvée,
there are already those complex Bordeaux like notes of cedar, lead pencil and grassiness (which
IS not unripness, but a quality sign on a perfect harvest decision). Still the fruit is dark, a bit
sweetish and just lovely. On the palate it’s very rich with a great intensity, good mid palate and
lingering aftertaste, it is well held together by the firm but perfectly ripe tannic structure, and
thanks to the acidity the taste is fresh. Neither oak nor alcohol stands out, which is another sign
of a very great wine, but there is s slight oak bitterness in the very finish of the taste, which is
totally natural is a young wine like this.
As for the Estate Cuvée, some more years of bottle age is recommended, and the serving
recommendations are the same. This wine though, would most likely live much longer.
Since it was only made in 400 cases, and Robert Parker gave it a perfect 100 point score, it will
be very hard to find. However, it’s well worth trying!
Drink it 2014-2038
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I have said many times that the Roberta’s Blend is one of the very best Merlot wines in the
world. This vintage is another proof of that statement. In this vintage, there’s just four percent of
Cabernet Franc in the blend, and the wine was raised in brand new French oak barrels for 18
months. “This vintage may well be the best we’ve achieved so far”, Lou Kapcsandy said when
we tasted the wine together, and I’m willing to agree. As in the others wines, color is impressive,
as is the nose. It boasts of dark ripe fruit, loads of blueberries, blackberries and cassis, and
there’s also a very fine note of hazelnuts and dark chocolate from the oak, that marries just
perfect with the fruit. On the palate, it’s richer than the Grand Vin, still the structure is there to
make it totally dry and perfectly well balanced, and it’s just a wonderful wine with a great
intensity and energy, and it will be a lolely wine to keep at least ten years to see how the
complexity evolves over the years.
Serving recommendation is the same as for the other wines.
Drink it 2012-2033
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This is a fun little sweet wine, made in a different way than in the 2007 vintage, when it was
made entirely from dehydrated Merlot grapes from Roberta’s Block. In this vintage, it’s a blend
of 47 percent Merlot, 34 percent Cabernet Sauvignon, 15 percent Cabernet Franc and four
percent of Petit Verdot. The grapes were crished and fermented in steel tanks to around five to
seven percent of alcohol before a neutral local brandy was added to stop the fermentation and
leave around 90 grams of residual sugar in the wine and out the alcohol strength at 17.6 percent.
This port styled wine is lovely, loaded with sweet and delicious flavors of sun ripe blueberries,
black currants and blackberries, and although it’s high in alcohol, it’s much smoother than most
ports. Acidity is fine rather than lively, but it gives some needed freshness to the taste. I find it to
be a delicious that I’d love to serve at around 16-18 degrees Celsius in medium size glasses to
matured blue cheeses, or (which I prefer myself) to rich chocolate desserts.
Drink it 2011-2020
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